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Established for more than 30 years, the Microsoft Hardware Group dates back to 1982, when it was formed and charged with creating the company’s first mouse compatible with Microsoft Word.

The next year, the Microsoft Hardware Group shipped its first mouse, enabling people to interact with their computer more efficiently than before. In the 30 years since, this experienced team of more than 200 — including ergonomists, usability experts, developers, marketers and industrial designers — has worked to create, develop and market breakthrough technologies that improve the way people interact with software and services, bringing them all together to create the best experience on the PC.


	 
	 
	 

	2012
	Microsoft reveals its innovative Arc Touch Mouse in Sangria Red and Cement Gray, providing users with a choice between multiple sleek design options to further enhance their PC experience. 
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	2011
	The Wireless Mobile Mouse 3500 Studio Series — Artist Edition is Microsoft’s first collection of graphics designed by premier artists from around the world including Kirra Jamison, Matt W. Moore, Linn Olofsdotter, Mike Perry and Jonny Wan. 
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	2011
	Touch Mouse is Microsoft’s first multitouch device designed for Windows 7 that lets people click, flick, scroll and swipe with gesture input, making it easy and fun to interact with their PCs.
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	2010
	Microsoft introduces LifeCam Studio with a 1080p HD sensor1 that is the closest thing to actually being there, featuring TrueColor Technology, which automatically delivers bright and colorful video, in virtually all lighting conditions.
	[image: \\Zseafp1\sea dept\SEA Tech\NEW MS PECE ORGANIZING\MS Hardware\Planning\FY11 Planning\Product Images\LifeCam Studio\LifeCamStudio_Afront_B_FY11.jpg]



	2010
	Microsoft introduces the Arc Touch Mouse, as the only mouse that flattens for portability and pops up for comfort. The Arc Touch features BlueTrack Technology and a new flick scrolling function.
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	2010
	Weighing in at less than a pound, the Arc Keyboard is a redesign of the keyboard with its unique, compact design that is a functional and stylish companion for your computer.
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	2009
	Microsoft unveils the LifeCam Cinema as the first consumer webcam to offer widescreen video with a native 720p sensor.
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	2008
	
Microsoft unveils advanced breakthrough in tracking technology — BlueTrack Technology. BlueTrack Technology debuts in the Explorer Mouse and Explorer Mini Mouse and works on virtually any surface, allowing consumers to mouse wherever they go.2
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	2008
	Featuring a revolutionary new design shaped like a crescent moon, the Arc Mouse folds closed to reduce in size by almost half, giving consumers the comfort of a full-size mouse with the portability of a notebook mouse.
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	2007
	
Hardware shines the light on desktop design, creating the perfect companion for Windows Vista with the Wireless Entertainment Desktop 8000 — the industry’s first fully backlit, wireless, rechargeable desktop.
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	2006
	Designed to fit a natural, relaxed hand posture, Microsoft debuts the first Natural mouse, Natural Wireless Laser Mouse 6000.
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	2006
	Microsoft takes Internet communications to the next level with the launch of the LifeCam line of webcams and LifeChat headsets optimized for Windows Live Messenger.
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	2005
	Natural Ergonomic Keyboard 4000 is designed with a curvy key bed, ergonomic arc and reversed slope for increased comfort and support. 
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	2004
	Developed by Microsoft ergonomists, the Comfort Curve layout debuts. It is designed specifically to be extremely easy to use while encouraging natural hand and wrist position.
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	2004
	Microsoft Hardware and designer Philippe Starck create Microsoft’s first designer mouse, the Optical Mouse by S+ARCK.
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	2002
	Microsoft continues to lead the desktop peripherals category, unveiling the world’s first commercially available desktop for Bluetooth.
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	1999
	Offering the first major advancement in mouse technology since the 1960s, Microsoft introduces the first optical mouse products.
	[image: ]

	1994
	Now a signature design for comfort, the Natural Keyboard debuts as Microsoft’s first ergonomic keyboard.
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	1993
	After nearly two years of research devoted to understanding the human hand, the first ergonomic mouse, Microsoft Mouse 2.0, is introduced.
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	1983
	The Microsoft Mouse is born, and the software company ships its first PC-compatible mouse.
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	1982
	The Microsoft Hardware Group is formed and charged with creating the company’s first mouse compatible with Microsoft Word.
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1 Popular video call services support 720p HD resolution — not 1080p. 1080p HD recording requires commercial video software (not included); Intel Quad Core 3.0 GHz (or higher) or compatible; and 4 GB RAM. Enclosed software supports 720p HD recording and video calls. HD display recommended. 
2 BlueTrack Technology does not work on clear glass or mirrored surfaces.
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