Microsoft Hardware and Software Partners Show Strong Support for SQL Server Fast Track Data Warehouse
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Microsoft Corp.’s hardware and software partners are offering pre-tested, pre-configured reference architectures and industry-specific solution templates for data warehousing projects as part of the SQL Server Fast Track Data Warehouse solution, announced at the Data Warehousing Institute World Conference this week in Las Vegas. These partners find that Microsoft’s business intelligence (BI) technologies are extremely attractive to their customers because of their excellent capabilities, overall value and price performance. With increasing adoption of Microsoft SQL Server 2008 in companies across all industries, the partners are offering their customers guidance on the best ways to maximize their SQL Server 2008 investment by extending its scalability and accelerating data warehousing initiatives.
Advanced Micro Devices Inc. (AMD)

“Today, customers are looking for solutions that are flexible, scalable and offer excellent performance-per-watt capabilities. The balanced design of the Quad-Core AMD Opteron processor delivers performance and scalability along with advanced power management capabilities, making it a solid foundation for demanding workloads like data warehousing. SQL Server Fast Track Data Warehouse reference designs based on AMD processor-based HP ProLiant servers can provide customers with the processing and input/output capabilities needed to efficiently handle large data warehouse datasets. We look forward to Microsoft’s continued efforts to expand the capabilities of its industry-leading data platform, SQL Server 2008, and to working with both Microsoft and HP to help deliver to customers more affordable data warehousing solutions.”
— 
Margaret Lewis
Director of Commercial Solutions and Software
Advanced Micro Devices Inc.

Avanade

“With early adopters, we are seeing evidence that fast-implemented data warehousing projects often produce a very high return on investment. The new data warehouse reference architectures will enable clients to maximize the value of their data warehouse investments though short implementation cycles, proven and reliable performance, lower total cost of ownership, and reduced administration.”
· Markus Sprenger

Global BI Director
Avanade
Cognizant Technology Solutions

“The strategic alliance of Microsoft and Cognizant has been a key proponent and driver of information democracy. In the current challenging business conditions, the call for efficiencies and improvements is louder than ever, and this makes the best use of BI a business priority. In this context, the release of the new reference architectures is even more welcome. These new architectures, like the forthcoming platform-based service offerings from our Data Warehousing, Business Intelligence and Performance Management practice, are built to improve performance while delivering greater savings in time and effort to customers. We hope that the future will see further similar product-service synergies being drawn from this strategic alliance.”
— 
Veeraraghavan Narayanaswamy
Senior Vice President
Data Warehousing, BI and Performance Management
Cognizant Technology Solutions
Hitachi Consulting Corp.

“Microsoft’s business intelligence technologies are extremely attractive to our customers due to their capabilities, overall value and price performance. Hitachi Consulting is very excited about the release of SQL Server Fast Track Data Warehouse as the next milestone in Microsoft’s future vision for large-scale SQL Server data warehouses. We believe these advancements will help our customers enhance their business intelligence solutions to gain much greater visibility into their operations and improve their bottom-line profitability by making better decisions that help reduce costs and improve revenues.”
— 
Rob Farris
National Vice President of Microsoft BI Services 
Hitachi Consulting Corp.
Nexvisionix Inc.

“With the SQL Server Fast Track Data Warehouse reference architectures, Nexvisionix Inc. was able to create an appliance-like business intelligence solution using industry-standard servers, storage, software and technical skills. The architectures took the guesswork out of setting up the data warehousing infrastructure and gave us a predictable and reliable way to help save our engineering and architecture team both time and money. For us as partners, this opens up a new era of large-scale, high-performance business intelligence solutions using Microsoft SQL Server 2008.”
— 
Manish Kedia
President, Industry Verticals
Nexvisionix Inc.
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