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Today Microsoft Corp. is pleased to announce the release to manufacturing (RTM) of Microsoft SQL Server 2008, the new version of the company’s acclaimed data management and business intelligence platform. This new version of SQL Server provides powerful new capabilities such as support for policy-based management, auditing, large-scale data warehousing, geospatial data, and advanced reporting and analysis services. SQL Server 2008 provides a trusted, productive and intelligent platform necessary for business-critical applications.
This list of common questions will provide many answers about SQL Server 2008. More information is available at http://www.microsoft.com/sqlserver/2008/en/us/default.aspx. 
Frequently Asked Questions
What is SQL Server? 
What’s new in SQL Server 2008? Why should existing customers upgrade?
Who should use SQL Server 2008?

HYPERLINK \l "_Q:_Who_should" Can it support enterprise-class customers?
What kind of performance can customers expect from SQL Server 2008?
How secure is SQL Server 2008?
How does SQL Server 2008 fit into Microsoft’s data platform vision?
How does SQL Server fit with Microsoft’s overall business intelligence platform?
Why should customers pick SQL Server 2008 over other vendor solutions?
Q: 
What is SQL Server? 
A: 
SQL Server provides a trusted, productive and intelligent data platform that helps organizations manage any data, any place, any time. It enables customers to store data from structured, semi-structured and unstructured documents, such as images and media, directly within the database. It also delivers a rich set of integrated services that enable organizations to do more with data such as query, search, synchronize, report and analyze. Data can be stored and accessed in the largest servers within the datacenter all the way down to desktops and mobile devices, enabling customers to have control over data no matter where it is stored. 
SQL Server 2008 also enables organizations to consume data within custom applications developed using the .NET Framework and Microsoft Visual Studio, and within service-oriented architecture (SOA) and business process through Microsoft BizTalk Server. Moreover, information workers can access data directly in the tools they use every day, such as the 2007 Microsoft Office system. 
Q: 
What’s new in SQL Server 2008? Why should existing customers upgrade?
A: 
SQL Server continues to be the only enterprise database that includes comprehensive, tightly integrated functionality for data management as well as advanced business intelligence out of the box. 
While there are dozens of enhancements in SQL Server 2008 — all of which build on the outstanding capabilities of SQL Server 2005 — customers and partners tell us the top10 new features are these:
1. Resource Governor, for easy management of concurrent workloads 
2. Policy-based management, which allows organizations to enforce policy compliance consistently across the enterprise
3. Data compression and sparse columns, for reducing storage requirements and increasing query performance 
4. Transparent Data Encryption and advanced auditing, which streamline the process of working to protect sensitive data 
5. Performance system analysis, which simplifies troubleshooting, tuning, and monitoring SQL Server 2008 instances across the enterprise 
6. SQL Server Analysis Services, for building high-performance analysis solutions with scalability, performance, data mining, and user interface enhancements 
7. SQL Server Reporting Services, which delivers improved performance, usability and visualization, and offers full interoperability with the 2007 Microsoft Office system 
8. Report Builder, which allows information workers to easily build reports, provides enhanced report layouts and new visualization options (gauges and charts), and offers the ability to access reports directly from within Office Word
9. Support for spatial data, for compatibility with location-enabled applications 
10. Easy installation and upgrades, thanks to a streamlined installation process and the Upgrade Wizard
Q: 
Who should use SQL Server 2008? Can it support enterprise-class customers?
A: 
SQL Server 2008 is suitable for any organization that requires a trusted, productive and intelligent data platform, from large enterprises to small businesses. Enterprise-class customers such as McLaren Electronics Systems, Hitachi Consulting Corp. and Simon & Schuster Inc. are already deploying mission-critical applications on SQL Server 2008, and nearly 1,000 partners are building solutions with it. In fact, independent software vendors (ISVs) are developing more than 1,350 applications that are expected to be available within 180 days of RTM. 
Several editions of SQL Server 2008 are available to meet a wide range of business needs; more information is available at http://www.microsoft.com/sqlserver/2008/en/us/editions.aspx.
Q: 
What kind of performance can customers expect from SQL Server 2008?
A: 
SQL Server is an industry leader in both scalability and performance. It is the first and only database management system proven capable of delivering scalable results on TPC-E, the Transaction Processing Performance Council’s (TPC) newest and most challenging online transaction processing benchmark with 13 published benchmarks to date.1 Seven benchmarks are published on Windows Server 2008 and SQL Server 2008 by multiple hardware vendors, demonstrating strong price-performance and performance results, including IBM Corp.’s new No. 1 performance result using SQL Server 2008 on a 64-core System x3950 M2 server.2 
As further proof of the performance of SQL Server 2008, Unisys Corp. and Microsoft set a new extract-transform-load performance record by loading 1 terabyte (TB) of data in less than 30 minutes using SQL Server 2008 Integration Services. In addition, SQL Server 2008 has proven its scalability in large-scale data warehousing, as demonstrated by its recent 10TB TPC-H benchmark.3 
Microsoft is setting additional benchmark records with ISV solutions, including a world record on four-socket industry-standard blade servers in three-tier SAP Sales and Distribution (SD) Standard Application Benchmark, and demonstrated the largest benchmark ever on Siemens Teamcenter digital product life-cycle management solution, Microsoft Dynamics CRM, Microsoft Dynamics AX and Camstar Manufacturing Execution System solution. 
Q: 
How secure is SQL Server 2008?
A: 
SQL Server 2008 has a multipronged approach to security: It’s in the Microsoft engineering cycle, and it’s in the DNA of the product. SQL Server 2008 helps eliminate vulnerabilities across the product with three levels of security:
· Secure by design
· Secure by default 
· Secure by deployment 
In addition, Microsoft is focused on helping customers by issuing services such as the Best Practices Analyzer to ensure that they have the best deployment possible, and that they are armed with the best ways to configure and use SQL Server. However, the proof of the security of SQL Server is in its results. To date, SQL Server 2008 has had fewer security vulnerabilities than any other enterprise database.
Q: How does SQL Server 2008 fit into Microsoft’s data platform vision?
A: 
Microsoft’s data platform vision is based on the company’s desire to help customers keep up with the current data explosion and enable them to benefit from the next generation of data-driven applications. It’s called Your Data, Any Place, Any Time. SQL Server 2008 is delivering on key milestones of that vision in these four areas:
· Redefining pervasive insight
· Mission-critical platforms for all
· Dynamic development for data management solutions
· Beyond relational
Q: 
How does SQL Server fit with Microsoft’s overall business intelligence platform?
A: 
To succeed in a competitive marketplace, enterprises need to be agile. As part of that, they require business intelligence (BI) to quickly anticipate, adapt and react to changing business conditions. Recognized in the marketplace for providing cost-effective BI solutions for the enterprise, Microsoft delivers industry-leading BI technologies that uniquely satisfy the broad and deep demands of information workers, application developers and IT professionals. 
SQL Server 2008 provides the foundation for Microsoft’s overall BI solution, delivering an easy and integrated user experience for accessing and working with business information. Key BI features in SQL Server 2008 include large-scale data warehousing, integration, and analysis and reporting capabilities for customers. The combination of robust data warehouse and reporting tools in SQL Server, along with the innovations in the 2007 Microsoft Office system such as Office SharePoint Server and Office PerformancePoint Server, provides a powerful solution for organizations of all sizes.
Q: 
Why should customers pick SQL Server 2008 over other vendor solutions?
A: 
SQL Server is the only enterprise database that includes comprehensive, tightly integrated functionality for data management as well as advanced business intelligence out of the box. Competitive offerings may rely on expensive options or add-ons, which can substantially increase costs and require customers to spend time and money integrating the various pieces instead of deriving additional value from their data. 
In contrast, Microsoft remains focused on providing more value. SQL Server 2008 debuts a host of new capabilities — all included in the base product — that help organizations manage any data, any place, any time. This is why more customers continue to turn to SQL Server as a trusted, productive and intelligent data platform for all of their data needs, and why Microsoft continues to outpace all other major relational database providers in year-over-year growth, according to top industry analysts.
#########
1 TPC benchmarks are produced by the Transaction Processing Performance Council (TPC). Full results are available at http://www.tpc.org. Results referenced are current as of July 29, 2008.

2 IBM System x3950 M2, 1250 tpsE, 1311 $/tpsE, available Aug. 30, 2008.

3 HP Integrity Superdome, 63651 QphH@10TB, 38.54 $/QphH@10TB, available Aug. 30, 2008.
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