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Microsoft enterprise solutions provide businesses with control and flexibility to drive new efficiencies and grow their businesses for the future. Today at Tech•Ed North America 2011, Microsoft Corp. announced new features and enhancements to its enterprise infrastructure and cloud solutions. In addition, Microsoft announced new capabilities to help businesses optimize applications for their workforce and increase worker productivity. The announcements are detailed as follows:
· Windows Azure Platform
· Windows Azure AppFabric is a cloud middleware platform that helps developers rapidly develop, deploy and manage cloud applications for the Windows Azure Platform. More information and developer resources on the new capabilities are available at http://www.appfabric.net. 
· Windows Azure AppFabric Service Bus enables reliable, secure, enterprise-quality delivery of data or messages to and from applications to third parties or mobile devices. It also supports delivery of messages to and from cloud or hybrid applications both on-premises and in the cloud. Today, Microsoft released the Windows Azure AppFabric May community technology preview (CTP) that adds more comprehensive publish and subscribe messaging capabilities to the Windows Azure platform, which enhance and enable new scenarios. Microsoft will also release Java and PHP samples in the next few weeks. Developers can access the new Windows Azure AppFabric May CTP on the AppFabric Portal.
· Windows Azure AppFabric Application Manager and Developer Tools (together formerly referred to as the AppFabric Composite App Service) make it easy for developers to build, deploy, manage and monitor multitier applications as a single logical entity. The Windows Azure AppFabric June CTP will include both runtime capabilities, which enable automatic deployment, management and monitoring of a whole application, and AppFabric Developer Tools, including enhancements to Visual Studio, and a new AppFabric Composition Model. Microsoft will release these capabilities in the Windows Azure AppFabric June community technology preview (CTP).
· Microsoft SQL Azure is a relational cloud database that provides quick and easy development, automated management, and elastic scale. Today, Microsoft announced new enhancements and features specifically requested by developers and IT professionals. These include the following: 
· Integration of import and export features in the management portal, which helps customers simplify archiving a Microsoft SQL Azure Database and provides migration between on-premises Microsoft SQL Server and SQL Azure
· Enhanced management experience through the portal, including enhancements to the Web-based database manager (formerly called Microsoft Project Code-Name “Project Houston”), for additional schema management, and a new service for managing SQL Azure databases through an Open Data Protocol endpoint 
Microsoft will release these features in a SQL Azure service update later this summer. 
· System Center Orchestrator (formerly Opalis) provides an IT process automation platform that orchestrates workflows across systems and tasks. This enables customers to lower their costs while improving datacenter service reliability and predictability. Microsoft will release a beta of System Center Orchestrator 2012 in June 2011.
· Forefront Endpoint Protection 2010 simplifies and improves endpoint protection, helping protect customers against the latest threats, including zero-day attacks, while greatly reducing infrastructure costs. It was built on System Center Configuration Manager 2012 and allows customers to use their existing client management infrastructure to deploy and manage endpoint protection. Microsoft today released a beta for Forefront Endpoint Protection 2012, offering real-time reporting and alerts, as well as role-based access controls. Customers can download the Forefront Endpoint Protection 2012 beta from Microsoft Download. 
· Windows Phone 7 is a smart choice for businesses looking to improve productivity, extend their IT investments and create compelling apps. Microsoft today unveiled several new features, which will be made available in the next version of Windows Phone, to enable greater productivity for mobile workers. New features include the following:
· Organization, security and search enhancements in Microsoft Office Outlook Mobile include conversation view, pinnable email folders, server search, complex password support and Information Rights Management of email and documents, and targeted distribution for business apps from Windows Phone Marketplace.
· Out-of-the-box support for Microsoft Office 365 will enable customers to access Microsoft Exchange Online, Microsoft SharePoint Online and Microsoft Lync Online.
· Showcased for the first time, Microsoft Lync 2010 Mobile for Windows Phone will deliver a unified communications experience for mobile workers.
Customers can learn more about the new features on the Windows Phone blog.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Windows Server 2008 R2 with Hyper-V support for Linux-based CentOS provides customers who run mixed-environments consisting of Linux and Windows — specifically hosters — the added choice to consolidate  on Windows Server 2008 Hyper-V, and to build and manage robust virtualization and mixed-cloud environments. Windows Server 2008 R2 with Hyper-V support for Linux-based CentOS is available today. Customers can find more information on the Microsoft Openness blog.    
· Windows Identity Foundation (WIF) v3.5 Extension for SAML 2.0 Protocol enables .NET developers to build applications for the enterprise and government that require SAML 2.0 protocol support and interoperate with identity services on a wide variety of platforms. Today, Microsoft released a CTP of WIF v3.5 Extension for SAML 2.0 Protocol, available for download from the Windows Identity Foundation website.
· Microsoft Assessment and Planning (MAP) Toolkit provides data and analysis on IT infrastructure to simplify the planning process needed to migrate existing software to a virtualized or cloud-based environment. Key features in version 6.0 of the MAP Toolkit include the ability to provide consolidation guidance for Hyper-V Cloud Fast Track infrastructures, including computing power, network and storage architectures. Microsoft will release a beta of the MAP Toolkit 6.0 on May 31, 2011. Customers can find more information on the MAP website.
· Office 2010 and SharePoint 2010 Service Pack 1 (SP1) will contain updates that improve stability, performance and security. SP1 will consist of minor updates, including all public updates through June 2011 and all cumulative updates through April 2011, in addition to some previously unreleased fixes that were made specifically for this service pack. Users can expect the following: 
· Better Internet Explorer 9 browser experience
· Improved Office Web Apps functionality and Microsoft SharePoint database performance
· Updates to all 40 SKU languages for Microsoft Office, including Galician, Basque, Catalan and Serbian Cyrillic
· Updates to Microsoft Access 2010, FAST Search Server 2010 for Microsoft SharePoint, Office Web Apps, Microsoft Project 2010 Search Server 2010 and Microsoft Visio 2010
SP1 is expected to be available for download at the end of June and will be offered as an automatic update 90 days later. More information is available at the Office Sustained Engineering blog.
· Updates to the Microsoft Certified Master (MCM) for Microsoft Exchange Server 2010 program will allow Exchange Server 2010 experts to achieve MCM certification at a lower cost and with more flexibility. In addition, the Exchange Server 2010 program provides Exchange Server experts with trustworthy certification exams in highly secure test sites and with robust exam design to ensure the highest-quality, industry-relevant exams. For more information, please see today’s feature story on Microsoft News Center. Customers can access the updated Microsoft Exchange 2010 MCM program on the MCM website.
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