

				
		
	Skip to Header
	Skip to Search
	Skip to Content
	Skip to Footer




		
			
				
					
                

    
        

                        

	
		
			
				[image: ]
				
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
			
		

	






                            
                        


                        


    




                            
                        





        Skip to main content



    
        
            
            
                    
                        [image: ]
                        Microsoft
                    
            
                
                Research
                
            

                    
                        
                                Research
                        
                    

                
                        
                            Research
                        
                




                    
            	
                         Home 
                    
	
                            
                                Our research

                                	

    Resources
    Resources
    	
            Publications
            
        
	
            Code & data
            
        
	
            People
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research blog
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Intelligence
    Research areas: Intelligence
    	
            Artificial intelligence
            
        
	
            Audio & acoustics
            
        
	
            Computer vision
            
        
	
            Graphics & multimedia
            
        
	
            Human-computer interaction
            
        
	
            Human language technologies
            
        
	
            Search & information retrieval
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Systems
    Research areas: Systems
    	
            Data platforms and analytics
            
        
	
            Hardware & devices
            
        
	
            Programming languages & software engineering
            
        
	
            Quantum computing
            
        
	
            Security, privacy & cryptography
            
        
	
            Systems & networking
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Theory
    Research areas: Theory
    	
            Algorithms
            
        
	
            Mathematics
            
        


    

	

    Research areas: Other Sciences
    Research areas: Other Sciences
    	
            Ecology & environment
            
        
	
            Economics
            
        
	
            Medical, health & genomics
            
        
	
            Social sciences
            
        
	
            Technology for emerging markets
            
        


    



                            

                        
	
                            
                                Programs & events

                                	
            Academic programs
            
        
	
            Events & academic conferences
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research Forum
            
        


                            

                        
	
                            
                                Connect & learn

                                	
            Behind the Tech podcast
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research blog
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research Forum
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research podcast
            
        


                            

                        
	
                            
                                About

                                	

    People & news
    People & news
    	
            About Microsoft Research
            
        
	
            Careers & internships
            
        
	
            People
            
        
	
            Emeritus program
            
        
	
            News & awards
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research newsletter
            
        


    

	

    Microsoft Research Labs
    Microsoft Research Labs
    	
            AI4Science
            
        
	
            AI Frontiers
            
        
	
            Asia Lab (Chinese)
            
        
	
            Asia Lab (English)
            
        
	
            Cambridge
            
        
	
            Health Futures
            
        
	
            India
            
        
	
            Montreal
            
        
	
            New England
            
        
	
            New York City
            
        
	
            Redmond
            
        


    

	

    Other labs
    Other labs
    	
            Applied Sciences
            
        
	
            Mixed Reality & AI - Cambridge
            
        
	
            Mixed Reality & AI - Zurich
            
        


    



                            

                        
	
                        
        More
        

    


                
	
                        Register: Research Forum
                    


            
        


            
                        
            	
                    
                         All Microsoft
                        	
            Global

            	
            Microsoft Security
            
        
	
            Azure
            
        
	
            Dynamics 365
            
        
	
            Microsoft 365
            
        
	
            Microsoft Teams
            
        
	
            Windows 365
            
        


        
	

    Tech & innovation
    Tech & innovation
    	
            Microsoft Cloud
            
        
	
            AI
            
        
	
            Azure Space
            
        
	
            Mixed reality
            
        
	
            Microsoft HoloLens
            
        
	
            Microsoft Viva
            
        
	
            Quantum computing
            
        
	
            Sustainability
            
        


    

	

    Industries
    Industries
    	
            Education
            
        
	
            Automotive
            
        
	
            Financial services
            
        
	
            Government
            
        
	
            Healthcare
            
        
	
            Manufacturing
            
        
	
            Retail
            
        
	
            All industries
            
        


    

	

    Partners
    Partners
    	
            Find a partner
            
        
	
            Become a partner
            
        
	
            Partner Network
            
        
	
            Find an advertising partner
            
        
	
            Become an advertising partner
            
        
	
            Azure Marketplace
            
        
	
            AppSource
            
        


    

	

    Resources
    Resources
    	
            Blog
            
        
	
            Microsoft Advertising
            
        
	
            Developer Center
            
        
	
            Documentation
            
        
	
            Events
            
        
	
            Licensing
            
        
	
            Microsoft Learn
            
        
	
            Microsoft Research
            
        


    

	
                                    View Sitemap
                                


                    

                


        


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Search
                                        Search Microsoft Research
                                    
                                
                                    

                                    	 No results


                                

                                
                            

                        
                            Cancel
                        
                
            

        

        
        
    

    





    

        


    
				

					




	
		A Semantic Approach to Secure Information Flow


		
			
				
					
				
							Rajeev Joshi
						,		
	
							Rustan Leino
								


	

	
		
			
			Science of Computer Programming
					
	

	 | January 2000


	Published by Elsevier




				

			

							
																Download BibTex
									

					

		
			
				
					
					
						A classic problem in security is that of checking that a program has secure information flow. Informally, this problem is described as follows: Given a program with variables partitioned into two disjoint sets of \high-security” and \low-security” variables, check whether observations of the low-security variables reveal any information about the initial values of the high-security variables. Although the problem has been studied for several decades, most previous approaches have been syntactic in nature, often using type systems and compiler data flow analysis techniques to analyze program texts. This paper presents a considerably different approach to check secure information flow, based on a semantic characterization. A semantic approach has several desirable features. Firstly, it gives a more precise characterization of security than that provided by most previous approaches. Secondly, it applies to any programming constructs whose semantics are definable; for instance, the introduction of nondeterminism and exceptions poses no additional problems. Thirdly, it can be used for reasoning about indirect leaking of information through variations in program behavior (e.g., whether or not the program terminates). Finally, it can be extended to the case where the high- and low-security variables are defined abstractly, as functions of actual program variables. The paper illustrates the use of the characterization with several examples and discusses how it can be applied in practice.
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