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Bridging the humanities and science.

ChronoZoomProject.org now available

“With ChronoZoom, you can 
browse history, rather than 
digging it out, piece by piece.”

Professor of Geology, University of California, Berkeley

Walter Alvarez

The primary goal of ChronoZoom is to make time relationships between different studies of history clear and vivid. To do this, 
it unifies a wide variety of data, media, and historical perspectives. ChronoZoom is built using HTML5, so that it works on a 
wide range of browsers and devices. It is powered by Windows Azure for flexibility and scalability. The project is hosted by the 
Outercurve Foundation, which promotes and accelerates the development of open-source community projects.

ChronoZoom can smoothly zoom from a single day all the way back to the Big Bang 13.7 billion years ago—a total zoom 
factor of 5 trillion. It provides a framework by which historians, researchers, and students can examine historical and scientific 
events, trends, and themes.

Because ChronoZoom is intended for anyone interested in the emerging field of Big History, or in any of the component 
historical regimes (cosmology, astronomy, geology, paleontology, evolutionary biology, archaeology, and historiography), it 
may become the critical, first-response tool for educators and students of all branches of history, and for the general public.

ChronoZoom is an open-source project and freely available. Help us make 
ChronoZoom a rich experience for students, teachers, and researchers by 
suggesting timelines, historical information, images, video, and more. Learn 
more at research.microsoft.com/chronozoom.

Help us put history in perspective

CHRONOZOOM FEATURES
• Zoom factor of 5 trillion, covering a single day to 13.7 billion years

• Built using HTML5 to work on a range of browsers and devices

• Built-in interactive guided tours

• Powered by Windows Azure for flexibility and scalability

EXPLORE
Travel through time—from the Big Bang, 
to the era of the dinosaurs, to the 
present day. Explore all of the past 
across the major regimes that unify all 
historical knowledge, collectively known 
as Big History: cosmos, Earth, life, human 
prehistory, and written human history.

LEARN
Bring history to life by exploring 
high-resolution gigapixel images, 
watching lecture videos, or 
browsing through vast image 
collections. Take a guided tour 
with captions and narration right 
in your web browser.

DISCOVER
Compare timelines and 
events from different 
episodes of history to 
uncover trends, patterns, 
and cycles.
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