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When the epoch of analog (which was 

to say also of the richness of language, 

of analogy) was giving way to the digital 

era, the final victory of the numerate 

over the literate.” 

 

Salman Rushdie, Fury (2001) 
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Distributed Creation 





Distributed Creation 



Distributed Creation 













30 languages have more than 100,000 entries  

61 languages have more than 10,000 entries 

96 languages have more than 1000 entries 











The End of History ? 



Sources for translation are 

languages of power 



Distributed outwards from 

the Anglosphere. 



Natural Language 

• humans are distinguished as a species by their 

advanced capacity to use language  

• language is the means for connecting the internal 

world of the organism to the external world of 

natural and social phenomena 



“Universal Grammar” 

Humans have innate capacity for grammar. 

Noam Chomsky, Logical Structure of 

Linguistic Theory (1955) 





Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis 

• theorizes that thoughts and behavior constructed and 

influenced by language 

• linguistic relativity: “the variance of cultural concepts and 

categories in different languages affect the cognitive 

classification of the experienced world in such a way that 

speakers of different languages think and behave differently 

because of it” 

• languages are “arbitrary systems of symbolism”  

 



Linguistic Imperialism? 



Translation is not a faithful 
act of reproduction



Translation is 
interpretive



What kinds of 
communities?



The Internet and the 

politics of development 



The Green Revolution 



Top Down 



Universalist and Totalizing 



Techno-deterministic 



Unintended Consequences 











...to protect and enhance [expand] access to knowledge, and to 

facilitate the transfer of technology to developing countries. (A2K 

Treaty Draft 9 May 2005) 



Freedom  

 

• Technological threshold conditions enable greater practical human agency  

 

• Individual action, both commercial and noncommercial, and social sharing 

& exchange emerge as major modalities of economic production   

 

• Greater individual autonomy, an appreciably more participatory public  

sphere, and newly emerging practices of a more participatory and critically 

self- reflective culture  
   

 



information and access  

automatically convert into 

empowerment  





irreducible diversity of  

language 



design heterogeneity 



 recognize the shift to 
digitality. the intermingling 
between natural and machine languages



new ways of understanding modern 





liberal humanist subject continues to serve as the locus of identity, 
despite all evidence to the contrary

 re-
enforce rather than undermine 






